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MELIORISM AND PROGRESS 

T 

HERE are three well-defined attitudes possible to 

ward the problems of this war. One extreme at 

fitude is common to the state of mind peculiar to the 
child and the savage-non-reflective and tantalizingly 
contented. In some respects interesting enough and 

naive, it is purely passive, and based upon a content 

ment which is not really contentment at all. For it 

feeds on inaction, ends in stagnation, and brings new 

brands of discontent, at least for the rest of us. Those 

who represent this caste of mind we call "optimists," 
and the outstanding fact about them is that they smile 

and get nowhere. 

Over against the optimist is the pessimist, reflective, 

perhaps; hopeless, cold, hollow, and still passive. He 

cannot see that there is something to be done just now; 
that it can be done, and that it is worth while to hold 

this up as a thing to be believed in and done. If he 

has ever had the milk of the forward look, the milk has 

soured and turned to whey. He frowns and sits. 

In our national and international perplexities Cet pres 

ent, it will not do for us simply to jest at them with 

Democritus, or simply to weep over them with Heracli 

tus, dumbly waiting for heaven or hell. Nature is 

neither our special friend nor our special foe. Nature 

is law. And the only contact we have with her at 

present-the only law we have to work with-is the law 

of the United States. We can and must act through 
this law, for this law is the steam in the control of the 

engineers, and we are the engineers. It is our duty to 

make use of this source of power as effectively and nobly 
as possible. 

George Eliot, Herbert Spencer, Lester Ward and others 

have called this creative attitude of mind, this mean 

between optimism and pessimism, "Meliorism." Dr. 

Ward says: "Optimism may be said to be the thesis, 

pessimism the antithesis, and meliorism the synthesis 
of man's relation to the universe. The optimist says, 
'Do nothing, because there is nothing necessary to be 

done.' The pessimist says, 'Do nothing, because there 

is nothing can be done.' The meliorist says, 'Do some 

thing, because there is much to do and it can be done.'" 

We, faced with the job now before us, must be 

meliorists. We must all do everything possible to bring 
our Government safely through this trouble we are in. 

In the process we may continue our efforts to promote 
scientific investigations and studies of the causes of this 
war and of the practical methods of preventing another. 

We may continue to "do our bit" toward preparing more 

firmly the foundations of an effective international law, 
and to educate public opinion about such matters. We 

believe it more necessary than ever that we should be 

lieve in and keep before us the high principles of inter 

national right, the principles for which we are laying 
down the lives of our sons; indeed, that this duty has 

been imposed upon us, both by the President. and the 

United States and by the logic of events. This war 

must mean that we the more firmly resolve that the 

principles of international justice among civilized na 

tions shall not perish from the earth. The stern fact 

is that until Germany recants we must fight. If we 

keep our eyes upon the judicial settlement of inter 

national disputes as our goal, not as optimists, not as 

pessimists, but as practical men clear of vision and set 

of purpose, we shall not be doing an injury to our cause, 
to our Government, or to the things for which it stands; 
we shall, on the contrary, make our sacrifices seem 

worth while, the victory easier, and the world yet a 

place for rational men. 

THE JAPANESE MONROE DOCTRINE 

JINGOES in Japan have advocated loudly a "Monroe 
Doctrine" for that country which, even by the most 

severe critics of our own country, cannot justly be com 

pared to the Monroe Doctrine of the United States. It 

is intended to signify, under whatever smiling words it 

is masked, a "Hands Off China !" of the most sinister 

variety. In effect it parodies grimly the phrase "Amer 

ica for Americans" in the form of "China for the Japa 
nese." But that this policy is that of the saner and 

dominating forces in Japan is evidently not true. Of 

this the agreement reached between Secretary Lansing 
and Viscount Kikujiro Ishii is ample assurance, but 
even if that were lacking it would be difficult to assume 

that so shrewd and clear-sighted a people as the Japa 
nese could, as a nation, deliberately follow a policy that, 
as in the case of Germany, has the hearty condemnation 

of practically all but four of the nations of the earth. 

As indicated in the words of Secretary Lansing, no 

nation would more quickly welcome a true "Monroe 

Doctrine" adopted by Japan for the development and 

protection of China than would ours. As long as Japan, 
with no ulterior purpose, desires simply to warn the 

other nations of the world that Japan will tolerate no 

territorial exploitation of any part of the Chinese Re 

public by a European power, observing herself scrup 

ulously the implied reciprocal duty of withholding her 
own grasp from Chinese soil and her own domination 

from the Chinese people, she will find a staunch friend 

and supporter in the United States. Meanwhile, if the 

agreement regarding China compounded by our State 

Department and the Japanese Special Mission is any 
thing more than a scrap of paper, it is a document by 
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